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Preamble: I spent the first two days of this year jotting down about what has been going on in WASWC during the time I got involved. This is done with a purpose: when my memory is still fresh, I would like to put it down in a document, so that some facts may be kept for a long time, not to fade away with time, so that people in generations to come may know and learn something about the development of WASWC before and during the time that we can remember. 

For writing this note, I intend to recheck and have it edited and will add some photos that may give some flavor to the story. So I request readers to please help check some events that I might have cited incorrectly and to add some important episodes that I might have neglected to record. 

This article may not be looked at as an important document, but please think that we are the only one association that works in this field of soil and water conservation in the world scale and have potential to expand ourselves to some larger scale that we can hardly predict at this time. Thus, to have some facts recorded now will have some usefulness in the future. You may easily correct in the attached file by using track change or ‘comment’ notice and send back to me. 
Pls consider this article as an early draft, which after sometime might get published and posted somewhere that readers can access and read easily. Your help in correcting some mistakes or to add some more ‘facts’ will be much, much appreciated.  

Please notice that in writing this note I had to mention about ISCO frequently, since the history of ISCO and WASWC had intertwined with each other so closely most of the time and I am member in both WASWC and ISCO, probably more active in the latter in an earlier time than at present. Moreover, when I did criticize the handling of ISCO a few times in 2008 I did it with good intention of wanting to have it handled in a better way for the sake of having its value sensed and the ISCO itself attain a quality that enables the organization to sustain for a long time.
=============================

After graduation from Kasetsart University in Bangkok in 1963, I started my career at the Land Development Department, with responsibility in improving acid sulphate soils. After a while I got a scholarship for further study in Sweden from 1965 to 1970. After returning to Thailand I pursued the same work but in 1979 my interest had shifted from soil improvement to soil conservation (which essentially meant erosion control at that time). In that year I, with few colleagues, set up the Soil and Water Conservation Forum of Thailand and started to recruit members from various government agencies, reaching over 1,000 persons after a couple of years. In 1982, the Forum proposed to the Land Development Department, where the Forum is based at, to organize a national symposium on Soil and Water Conservation. Fortunately, we got a substantial fund from USAID to invite front-line soil and water conservationists from countries in Asia and also from USA to come and give presentations. The US soil conservationist invited to the symposium was Jack Kanalz from the Oregon State’s Soil Conservation Office. That was a good start of my career in SWC as we got well over 200 participants to come to listen to 41 presentations during the 3-day meeting in May 1982. That was also an eye-opening event for many of us to see that ‘soil conservation’ means much more than erosion control.   

Later that year, with enthusiasm/curiosity I sold a piece of land that belonged to my family and spent a large part of that money for taking a 3-month trip around the world, whereby I could visit colleagues who came to give lecture at the Symposium earlier that year and saw how their officers worked in the field. I went to Taiwan, Korea, Japan, USA, Europe and India and thought that the knowledge and experience obtained was worth the money spent for it – though I cannot avoid regretting at times too, that if the land was kept for some 10-20 years, the price could jump to as high as 10 times and I could become a millionaire just overnight!  
Jerry Hammond of the International Office of Soil Conservation Service in Washington, D.C. was my host when I arrived the mainland US after a short stop in Hawai’i. Jerry planned the itinerary for me, so I could visit places that I can learn about the work well. But as I had stopped to see soil conservation in California on my way there, the tour now was planned as a circuit so I could visit soil conservation offices and some other places of my interest in Alabama, Kentucky, Louisiana, Texas, Utah, Nebraska, Minnesota, Michigan, Ohio, New York and back to Washington, D.C. During my 31-day circuitous tour, I heard officers mentioning sometime that they normally would meet visitors at the airport, not at a bus depot like in my case. The fact was that I chose to use the service of Greyhound Bus Co. to bring me to various states during the trip and had to stay at low-cost accommodation as well as on the bus when traveling overnight from state to state. Otherwise, I would have to sell more lands to pay for the trip in that first world country.
While staying in Hawai’i in December 1982 as a guest of the soil conservation office of Hawai’i State I learned of the upcoming soil conservation conference that would take place in January 1983 and would be called ISCO when the participants had agreed on it. That ISCO meeting was numbered as the 3rd, as the two previous events that took place in Gent, Belgium (1978) and Silsoe, UK (1990) were enumerated as No. 1 and No. 2, respectively, to the surprise of the organizer of a similar international Soil Conservation meeting that took place at IITA in Nigeria in 1975, as that event was not counted. Anyhow, the ISCO conference in Hawai’i proceeded well, which during my tour of the mainland US, I met with several soil conservation officers who went to attend it. 
My tour of the US in January and February brought me to meet with a lot of people who showed me many places and practices that were applied in farmland as well as in built-up areas in the US. That was my first time in that country, and I really appreciated the kind help and the openness of American officers and other people wherever I went. 
From that tour, I have got to know a good number of professionals from both government offices and universities in the field of soil and water conservation and in related branches. That had given me a good background of how soil conservation works in the US had begun and how they had carried out the works in the modern time. Fortunately, I was there some 20 years later than many of my ‘developing country’ colleagues, so what I grabbed was somewhat different, with more works related to other aspects of soil management to be seen, especially with the methods to apply the practices to the field that the offices used ‘cost sharing’ as a common way to implement the works, unlike those in earlier times that the works other colleagues saw not long after the second world war that stressed much on erosion control and the spending of the government’s funds for implementation. I came home via Europe and India, where I spent a short duration visiting the Central Soil and Water Conservation Research and Training Institute at Dehra Dun, which is unique in that they have facilities for research, training, extension and implementation available at the same place. After that, I had visited the CSWCRTI two more times in 1994 and 2008 and would like to go there many more times – for I consider this as the best institute in the world that can handle such kinds of work efficiently.

Later that year, in July or August 1983, Bill Moldenhauer had proposed to the Annual Meeting of the Soil Conservation Society of America (now called Soil and Water Conservation Society), at Hartford, Connecticut (if I am not wrong) that, due to the fact that the International Soil Conservation Organization (ISCO) had been established at the conference in Hawai’i early that year, with the purpose only for organizing conference in the fields of soil and water conservation once every 2 or 3 years, and would move from place to place all over the world, there should be a kind of society or association that deals with persons involved in such fields and operate like all other professional societies. It was decided that an association called World Association of Soil and Water Conservation (WASWC) could be established and share office with the Society, while the Society can help with the administration in general. Then the WASWC was born!

The 4th ISCO conference took place in Venezuela in 1985, a team of three Thai soil conservationists went to attend and they came back with an agreement that the 5th ISCO would take place in Bangkok in January 1988. A year later, I was appointed to be the officer in charge for the technical part of the conference, which is a somewhat unwelcome task for technical people in general, as we used to think the ones that travel abroad should do the work afterward, too. But to me, I managed it through, though with some problems every now and then. The involvement in the 5th ISCO, though having agreed to work rather involuntarily, it gave me a good opportunity that I could not imagine before. First, it provided me a chance to attend the 6th ISCO conference in Kenya and Ethiopia in November 1989. Second, consequently, my name was included in the International Advisory Board at the 7th ISCO conference in Australia in September 1992. Third, as a result, when the Guidelines for organizing the ISCO conference was written and agreed at the 8th ISCO conference in New Delhi in December 1994, the names of all in the International Advisory Board of the 7th ISCO were put in the ISCO Board of Directors and the latter has been operating as such from then till now. However, due to the shortcomings of several aspects in organizing the ISCO conferences in past several years, a recommendation was given out, with a wish that certain items could be improved to enable the organization to sustain itself. The recommendations could be read from the Editor’s Note in WASWC HOT NEWS for May and June 2008.

For the WASWC front, after Bill Moldenhauer had put it up, with the secretariat office (sharing the same facilities with the SWCS) working from Ankeny, Iowa, USA, the persons who came to lead the association in chronological sequence were Norman Hudson (UK), Rattan Lal (USA), Hans Hurni (Switzerland) and David Sanders (UK). As a matter of fact, I had known them all from various occasions. Among them, Prof Norman Hudson had passed away since 1996 and WASWC took his name to call the Award that it gives annually to a distinguished person in the field of soil and water conservation. For WASWC in its first decade, the slopeland conferences that were held in Puerto Rico, Taipei and Solo, Indonesia in respectively 1987, 1989 and 1991 truly marked the association’s golden years. Those meetings resulted in three good technical books that the SWCS had co-published with. These three volumes show the valued trademarks of WASWC, as I spent time examining from front to back of everyone of them when doing the publications in my time. 
Another book of smaller size that came from a technical meeting of WASWC was the Land Husbandry that came out in 1989 or 1990. This is a very good publication, with many illustrations that show good land use – with a relatively new concept at that time that, apart from the animal and crop, land also needs a proper management and care by landusers, which can be called collectively as Land Husbandry.  

The association had constantly cooperated with ISCO when organizing various meetings. Practically, people belonging to the two organizations are almost identical! Many good works/programmes had emerged from either ISCO or WASWC. For example, in October 1992, at the 7th ISCO conference in Sydney, WASWC President Hans Hurni used the occasion to launch the World Overview of Conservation Approach and Technologies (WOCAT) programme (that the Swiss Development Cooperation (SDC) sponsored) to ISCO participants. The program that was thought to stay up to 1998 had become a successful one and has been in operation until now. WASWC has been supporting this program with the publicity in the pages of WASWC Newsletter until now. 

My association with WASWC started in March 1995 following the meeting with Hans Hurni at the 8th ISCO conference in New Delhi in December of the previous year. Hans invited me to be a WASWC Vice President for Asia and I did my first debut when the Land Development Department organized the International Workshop on Soil Conservation Extension in Chiang Mai, northern Thailand in June 1995, with me as the secretary. With a relatively good funding from various sponsors, we could help almost two dozens of participants from developing countries to participate – with a result that the works presented at the venue could form a practical base for a technical book of the title, Soil Conservation Extension: From Concepts to Adoption, with me as the lead editor and followed by Michael Zoebisch, David Sanders and Maurice Cook. I feel that meeting was also my turning point, since I have had more chances to work with a good number of those Soil Conservation Extension participants that came from various learned organizations afterward. 

David Sanders became WASWC President in July 1997 up to December 1998 and was re-elected to serve another full term of 3 years, 1999-2001. During all these years he invited me to work with him in a capacity of Deputy President, while I still held the title of WASWC Vice President for Asia. We formed a good team work and had accomplished in a number of things, the one to remember well is the WASWC Constitution that Dr Ian Hannam, WASWC Vice President for Australasia assisted us energetically. 
During David’s years we helped each other to produce another two books, Incentives in Soil Conservation: From Theory to Practice, by David Sanders et al. (1999) and Response to Land Degradation, by Mike Bridges et al. (2001). The Incentives book came from our invitation to many knowledgeable people all over the world to contribute and this served the purpose very well, as the issue is important in terms of soil conservation implementation in specifically farmland and there had never been a book of such title before. The Response book, on the other hand, emerged from the second International Conference on Land Degradation that took place in January 1999 in Khon Kaen, Thailand. We thus have proved that, with only a limited resource, but with good intention and persistence, plus a lot of experience our staff members possess, some very good works could be produced too.
During these years, the 9th ISCO conference took place in August 1996 at Bonn, Germany. This marked the time when the host country, with sufficient resource, could invite so many academics and professionals to come to present their works. The number of participants was around 750, about the same as the next event, the 10th ISCO, that took place at Purdue University in Indiana State, USA in May 1999. In each of these two events, a theme book was produced to review the subjects that formed the subject, which should be a good tradition for the ISCO. I remember Hans Hurni was responsible for doing it for the 9th ISCO, while staff members of the National Soil Erosion Research Lab and National Resources Conservation Service were the ones to do for the 10th ISCO. 

When I was in India in May 2001 to make a last check of the manuscript of the Response to Land Degradation book, I got an e-mail from David Sanders, who along with Hans Hurni, his immediate past president, asked me if I was willing to serve as the WASWC President in the next tenure of 2002-2004. The offer was a challenging one, since from the almost two decades of the association’s history there had not been a single person from a developing country that served as its head before, with exception of Prof Rattan Lal who had been working in the western environment for a number of years before assuming the title. Anyhow, it also looked nice and promising, as one who held the title might have a good chance to improve the performance of the association in the aspects that were needed to do as he saw it. Needless to say, I saw a lot of ‘room for improvement’ in the association at that time. I entered the race without any competitors. In that period we usually posted in the 3rd issue of WASWC Newsletter (July-September) of the last year of the incumbent President’s tenure to invite people to enter the election. In the history of WASWC, there has been only one time that more than one person had applied for the President title. But when I decided to take up the title, I did not realize that I was about to do something gigantic in the scope and scale. I, however, had left the government’s post as a mid-level officer since September 1999 and I could spend time for the association’s work fully. 
The 11th ISCO conference took place in Buenos Aires, Argentina in October 2000 and the organizer was particularly active in securing funds to support the travel of several Board members, including myself. That was the first time for this conference to take place in South America and it gave me opportunity to learn geography of this popularly dubbed World’s End, since the land part of this country has jutted to very far south, being closer to the Antarctic than any other continents – thus offering several features of landscape that visitors may not see elsewhere. While traveling far south to the land of fire, Tierra del Fuego, entirely by bus, I used to murmur about the landscape of Argentina I was passing that, ‘Land of Plenty – Plenty of Land’. You may note that both words ‘Land’ and ‘Plenty’ have different meanings when differently placed. Traveling back, all by land, to Buenos Aires via Santiago of Chile gave me a good understanding of how adventurous and cruel the environmental conditions were when Charles Darwin traveled in the region with the Beagle almost two centuries ago.

Unfortunately, the ISCO conference in Buenos Aires had shown a flaw that was hardly noticeable by general public but very obvious to me. There was no conference summary or conclusion available despite it being read by two prominent Board directors on the last day. After returning, I started to query and searched for it; from October 2000 up to now, something over nine years, no conclusion from that major event has ever been found. I had voiced my concern about this and tried to set up a recommendation or amend the guidelines that within one month after each meeting, a summary or conclusion should be made available so at least the participants could make use of it for his/her further reporting and work. My plea was met with ignorance and the successive ISCOs in Beijing, China (2002, 12th), Brisbane, Australia (2004, 13th), Marrakech, Morocco (2006, 14th) and Budapest, Hungary (2008, 15th) were handled with shortcomings that could be prevented despite there were many well known academics who formed the ISCO Board of Directors (which comprises of around 20 members). I had thought very hard about it and could identify that the whole movement of ISCO has been monopolized too much. I therefore tried to help correct it by giving an advice that we had to improve the performance of ISCO in the following matters: INSTITUTIONALIZATION, GUIDELINES UPDATING, REORGANIZATION, LIBERALIZATION, DEMOCRATIZATION and MODERNIZATION. I also gave one remark that, if we do not adjust the way we handle ISCO and let it deteriorate further and further, the name ISCO might disappear one day, just like the dinosaurs that had ceased to exist since 65 million years ago due to their inability to adjust themselves to the climate or whatever it was. My comparison was a sincere one and I DID NOT mean to compare persons involved as dinosaurs – which would be quite rude. I heard this remark of mine was taken as a joke at one venue – but I am still grateful to know that my remark was eventually heard by at least a group of people.
In this connection, it is fortunate that the 16th ISCO that had been delayed will eventually take place in Santiago, Chile during November 8-12 of this year, with information available in http://www.iscochile2010.cl/. We shall see if some of the recommendations I made during the last two years have found their place in the management of the ISCO Board of Directors. I believe being late is still better than to never do it! But I always encourage people who can make it to Santiago to go and attend, and this will help at least in the matter of sustainability.     

There has not been much about ISCO to discuss about now, as the modern way of communication - the e-mail and internet - has not gained acceptance to use for deliberating issues in the time during the two conferences, so I would like to turn your attention to the matters of WASWC, which seemed to gain some ground right after the end of the last millennium.
As I got to know I was to be responsible for managing WASWC at least from 2002 to 2004, I started to dig into the real matter of the status of our association in relation to the host society, the SWCS. In the autumn of 2001, I found the most intrigue information about it that, not only we did not have any money to operate, we still owe some money to the SWCS for its secretariat work. That was due to the fact that the membership of WASWC had dwindled from 700+ during our golden day of 1987-90 or so to just 320 at that time, but the charge the SWCS would have from us was more than the amount we could collect from our members. What were we going to do in such situation? 
It was then the matter of transforming ‘threat’ to ‘opportunity’, the thing many or most of us know from the analysis of SWOT (strength, weakness, opportunity, threat). It was in fact the advice from Hans Hurni who at that time was the immediate past president during the tenure of David Sanders. Being the youngest of us all (Hans Hurni, immediate past president; David Sanders, President; myself, President in waiting) Hans showed his brilliant idea of transforming the WASWC Newsletter, our only service to members in that time, from a physical (to send by post) to electronic one (to send by e-mail). The advice was assimilated immediately and that was the way we have been doing since autumn of 2001 up to now. It was Michael Zoebisch, our Deputy President (also in waiting – at that time working at AIT in Bangkok) who enthusiastically constructed the pages of e-WASWC Newsletter right away. Michael served the association in one full term of 2002-4 and has been helping so much afterward until now. During his AIT time, he even started the WASWC website (www.waswc.ait.ac.th) with help of Rajendra Shrestha and it was only in July 2007 that our main website had moved to the Guangdong Institute of Eco-Environmental and Soil Sciences, Guangzhou, China (http://waswc.soil.gd.cn), to operate together with another one (www.waswc.org) that Prof Machito Mihara (Deputy President since April 2005 up to now) worked out from Tokyo. One more WASWC website (www.swcc.cn/waswc/) was also operated from Beijing, China, where our secretariat is located but had already terminated since a few years ago.    
Coming back to how we moved out of USA, I need to refer to the year 2002 that China agreed to hold the 12th ISCO. Before that time, I took a trip in August-September 2001 to visit various institutions in China with help from Prof Li Rui of the Institute of Soil and Water Conservation in Yangling, Shaanxi, which was jointly operated/sponsored by the Ministry of Water Resources and the Chinese Academy of Sciences. I met him during several ISCO meetings, so he helped me in everything that I requested without hesitation.  
When in Beijing in September 2001, I met with Prof Henry Lu Shunguang of Seabuckthorn Center, also in the Ministry of Water Resources. Among various things we discussed, the issue of ISCO secretariat came up. As Prof Lu Shunguang was about to organize the 12th ISCO conference in May 2002, he might have found some difficulties to organize the work without a working secretariat to assist. He therefore offered to ask his government to hold a secretariat for ISCO that can assist future organizers efficiently. I brought this offer back from China and asked among few people in ISCO Board about it and found there was no interest at all, i.e. the Board still chose NOT to have any terra firma to stand on.

But as China has had a lot of experience in soil and water conservation with its long history of not less than 5,000 years, and in somewhat different approaches from the conventional ones that prevail in the west, Prof Lu Shunguang and I discussed about the possibility for the Ministry of Water Resources to host the secretariat of our association, WASWC. The issue became materialized and got ripened after members of WASWC discussed with Mr Jiao Juren during the 12th ISCO in May 2002 in his capacity of the Director General of the Water and Soil Conservation of the Ministry of Water Resources. We agreed in principle of a few items that they could host our Secretariat but might not be able to serve in everything due to their shortcomings especially in the matter of the English language. I brought back the issue to discuss among the WASWC councilors at that time (of the council 2002-4), comprising (apart from me) Michael Zoebisch, Maurice Cook, David Sanders and Bill Moldenhauer. Eventually we in the Council agreed on the issue and by April 1, 2003, the secretariat of WASWC became firmly established at the building of the Ministry of Water Resources in Beijing, which offers the services up to their capability for free. The new era of WASWC had begun!  

In order to make the article not too long and easy to read, I will describe what has been done in the past decade in a chronological order.
2001 and part of 2002
Last year of David Sanders’ tenure, decision was made to change the style of WASWC Newsletter from physical to digital. The first issue of e-WASWC Newsletter appeared in the last issue of 2001 with 11 pages. The normal thickness of newsletter in physical mode had been between 4-8 pages. The management of WASWC announced to members about this change and urged them to use e-mail for that purpose 

Since late in 2001, the production and distribution center of the e-newsletter was moved from Ankeny, Iowa, USA to Bangkok, Thailand. However, after the e-newsletter was produced, it was also printed on paper and distributed to members who were not ready for the change for the next 3 years, 2002-04. 
About the membership during that period of shifting the secretariat from USA to China, it was estimated that approximate half or less than half of the members that we had in 2001 remained with us in the end of 2004. But with membership recruiting program, particularly the Decentralization Program (set up in 2003) that we did in over 20 countries, the number had gradually increased. The program worked well in the first year and now become almost unfunctional, so it will terminate from 2010 onward except in only 2-3 countries that the program worked smoothly until now.
In the last quarter of that year the WASWC Council agreed on changing the membership fee structure, from US$10 a year worldwide to be US$5. However, the fee for developed country members was re-elevated to US$10 later as the small fee of US$5 was seen to be unrealistic. 

In the same year we put up the Life membership, starting with US$100 for developed countries, and US$60 for developing countries. Then it was changed to US$150 and US$90, respectively. In 2005 the rates were adjusted to US$160 and US$80, respectively and remain as such until now. 
For Organization membership, we established the charge to be US$100 a year for developed countries and international organizations located worldwide and US$50 a year for developing countries. Later it was changed to be US$100 a year worldwide and any developing country organizations may ask for a discount case by case but not to be lower than US$50 a year. At a later date, it was adjusted that for organizations that their members have a high potential in using our service, the fee will rise according to the number of members, i.e. US$100 for an organization with 150 persons; US$150 for the same but with 300 person; US$200 for the same but with 500 persons. Then a charge of US$10 is added for every 100 persons above that. Then organizations in developing countries may ask for a discount up to 50% after that. At present, the highest paying organization pays US$460 a year, while the lowest paying one pays US$50 a year. 
Publishing of the Response to Land Degradation book by our publishing partner, the Science Publishers of USA. 

2002
My first year of tenure as President, with Michael Zoebisch, Maurice Cook, Bill Moldenhauer and David Sanders in a council of five councilors. The year was spent for moving the secretariat out of USA to China.
2003

Establishment of the National Representatives system, whereby about 100 countries were furnished with representatives, with main duties to send articles of interest to publish in the WASWC newsletter and to search for new members from time to time.

In the same year the Decentralization Program started to be used; it went to around 20 countries but did not progress well, possible due to the lack of interest of persons responsible for it in each country. 

In this year we had a long debate on our Vision and Mission, and also whether we should change our abbreviated name from WASWC to some others that can be pronounced, such as WASWAC, WASOWAC, WASOWACO. It resulted that we got a couple of statements that show who we are and what we are doing. You can see them on the first page of every newsletter published since then. For the abbreviated name, we agreed on keeping it as it was, and might take another occasion to do it again later. The name of WASWC was so loved by many people, especially those that were with it when the association was born. But I saw that one needed to wash it out of their mind if they wanted the association to grow, since the unpronounceable structure of the name has caused it to be a big obstacle when trying to publicize the association in a mouth-to-mount manner. 

The association issued Special Publication No. 1 with the title, Pioneering Soil Erosion Prediction: USLE Story, written by Bill Moldenhauer and John Laflen, and edited by Michael Zoebisch. We published this as a small booklet to be distributed for free and at present it is posted on the association’s website.  

2004

Publishing of the Ground and Water Bioengineering for Erosion Control and Slope Stabilization book as a result from the conference of the same title in Manila, The Philippines in 1999 that WASWC was a co-organizer along with several organizations, while IECA was the main organizer. 

The association issued Special Publication No. 2 with the title, Carbon Trading, Agriculture and Poverty, written by Mike Robbins, and edited by Michael Zoebisch. We published this as a small booklet to be distributed for free and at present it is posted on the association’s website. Enough copies were carried to distribute to participants of the 13th ISCO conference in Brisbane.  

This was the first year that the WASWC gave the Norman Hudson Memorial Award to a highly accomplished soil and water conservationist, where it was presented to Prof Calvin Rose of Queensland University during the banquet at the venue of the 13th ISCO. It was due to his lifetime achievement in research in soil erosion since his African years and with direct involvement with Norman Hudson himself. 

My trip to South America per invitation of AAPRESID (through Roberto Peiretti), where I could observe no-till farming systems in Argentina and Brazil (the latter through APCD, by John Landers), which resulted in a wider coverage of subjects that WASWC became involved. It was an eye-opening trip that enabled me to understand things that seemed not possible to be quite possible. That is not to till the land but a satisfied crop yield could be obtained, whereby the rate of soil loss through erosion became minimal. The idea of no-till got implanted in me and took many years until a text book on No-Till Farming Systems eventually got published in 2008 by a cooperative efforts of many people and organizations. I want to assure that the money spent to support me for that South American trip in 2004 was worthwhile for every cent!
We established our slogan, “Conserving Soil and Water Worldwide – Join WASWC”, with the condition that it can be adjusted/changed or more of it can be created.

This was the last year of my tenure and we had got one well known person elected to be President for the period 2005-07. Five days before the end of the year, a big Indian Ocean tsunami struck 11 countries that surround it and killed more than 200,000 people. I wish to go to help people in the south who were suffering from it, but I was busy writing a good bye script to send to members; I thought I was about to retire by then.
2005

After grueling years of works that I was involved in WASWC, I planned to sit back in an armchair at a beach seeing children playing with their sand castle, which would be washed away by the first sizable wave. No, not possible! With whatever reason it was I am not sure; the new president declared himself sick after six weeks in the office, leaving his Deputy President, Prof Miodrag Zlatic of Serbia, wondering what to do in such situation. Per the constitution, I agreed to help in running the association as Acting President for up to half a term, i.e. 18 months, while Prof Zlatic was allowed to do paper writing for his professorship. 
The Norman Hudson Memorial Award for this year was given to Rolf Derpsch of Paraguay in the field of no-tillage. It was presented at the venue of the III World Congress of Conservation Agriculture in Nairobi, Kenya in October. 
2006

At the beginning of this year I got an idea! Our flagship WASWC Newsletter was a quarterly publication, but there are many news items that members need to be informed quicker in order to meet the deadlines. Such news items include Jobs, Awards, Scholarships, Exhibitions, Study tours, Photo contest, Books and publications in other forms, and meetings (conferences, workshops, seminars, symposia). I therefore separated such news items out of the WASWC Newsletter to put as HOT NEWS. The HOT NEWS was produced little irregularly in 2006 but became a regular monthly news publication from 2007 onward and in certain months you may see HOT NEWS sent to you more than once a month. 

After June 2006, Prof Zlatic started his tenure of WASWC President, with Prof Machito Mihara of Japan taking the Deputy President chair. I, on the other hand, agreed to help in the capacity of membership coordinator as well as the immediate president. 

The Norman Hudson Memorial Award for this year was given to John Greenfield of New Zealand, in the field of vetiver system. It was presented at the venue of the 14th ISCO conference at Marrakech, Morocco in May. 
2007

The WASWC book Monitoring and Evaluation of Soil Conservation and Watershed Management Project, edited by Jan de Graaff et al. was published by Science Publishers in USA. This had been my long-time wish to have information for that subject that was scattering over wide areas to get documented under one cover. It was hoped that this will help stimulate various projects to handle monitoring and evaluation (M&E) more seriously and the success expected from implemented projects become a real one, with visible and measurable impacts. The editors also hoped that there should be a new group of academics to do the revised edition of this book when more data become available, which will be an efficient instrument for various organizations to do their works concerning caring for the earth.   
In this year the idea of charging membership fee in an incentive rate was born. That is to charge for 4 years against a membership of 5 years. This is to help lessen the administrative work that we did not have much support, as our Chinese host was still not quite ready with it. Therefore, when members in developing countries pay US$40, their membership covers for 5 years and the corresponding figure for developing country members is US$20. This has proved beneficial for all sides. For those wanting to pay just one year, we can give them a 1-year Guest membership at no cost. Later, this incentive rate was extended to the Organization membership in a similar way too.
As this year was the last year of Prof Zlatic’s tenure as President. There was a debate whether it would be sensible if the titles of all officers, Vice President and National Representatives, should merge to be just one, since the works they did were practically the same. The Council agreed that they be merged and have it called Vice President. Therefore, all officers in the year 2008 onward have been called Vice President, with a few to take the title of Special Representative, since they prefer to associate with the association but not to stick with the territory they are living or working. 

2008

Prof Miodrag Zlatic was elected for one more term, 2008-10. The structure was practically the same as in 2007 but with more councilors to hold the office, to facilitate the overall works of the association that has substantially increased. The number of councilors was 23 at the beginning of the term and is climbing steadily in order to cover more tasks.

But since the work of the association was gaining weight and acceptance, to make the ball rolling further, I accepted to act as the Coordinator General, meaning I would do a lot of things to push the activities of WASWC further. I would hold such title for a couple of years and would relinquish it after 2009.  

In this year the book No-Till Farming Systems (Special Publication No. 3) that was the fruit from my travel to South America in 2004 was published, with six editors (Tom Goddard, Michael Zoebisch, Yantai Gan, Wynn Ellis, Alex Watson and myself) editing 34 chapters that show experience from 20 countries, and 68 co-publishers who agreed to buy a number of copies to distribute to their staff members, to present to visitors, or to sell. This way, we were able to make a 10,000-copy print run, using a low-cost strategy. Up to now, 9,000 copies have been sent out. I want to say that, that was my greatest experience in working with a publication, the thing I was so enthusiastic to do since many years ago. With many tons of books to send out by post, and with a lot of money sent to us in Bangkok for the payment, and at this senior age, each night I went to bed I prayed that I could wake up the next day; if not, what would the situation be? Would there be anyone to do the job? I could not answer – but the luck was with me: I could wake up every time!  

The Norman Hudson Memorial Award for 2007 was given to Hans Hurni of Switzerland for the matter of WOCAT. It was presented at the venue of the meeting in Switzerland in July. At the same venue, the Norman Hudson Memorial Award for 2008 was also given to Michael Stocking of UK in the field of land degradation.
In this year I attended one conference and was so annoyed of the selfishness of authors who did not want to share information with fellow participants, as they wanted to get their works published without problem with the publishers, making most or all participants to return home empty-handed. I worked out a plan to do something that such kind of information can be shared among participants.
The feeling mentioned above had prompting me to find a way to counteract such kind of selfishness of authors. With a worldwide deliberation, it became apparent that people supported us and we all had come up to having a set of Guidelines for Successful Meetings, which would be needed for any conference organizer with decent mind and want to see their meeting successful. In this connection, WASWC decided to coordinate a series of meetings called LANDCON, for which any organizer that wishes to enlist their meeting in it one needs to have the specifications of their meeting meet at least 7 out of 10 guidelines specified. At the same time, WASWC would give additional support to those organizers, mostly in kind, so as to help improve the performance of the meeting even more. Up to now, more than 10 meetings that will take place during 2009-11 have been listed and we give them good support to make their meetings successful.         

2009

In this year we issued Special Publication No. 4, with the title, “Soil and Water Assessment Tool (SWAT): Global Applications”, edited by Jeff Arnold et al. We published it because of the importance and universality of the subject. The computer model described in the book has been tested widely and most users were happy with it. The book is accompanied with a DVD that has a computer model included and is sold at a low price. Though it was not sold well like the previous title, but it has been distributed to many countries of the world. And as there are going to be many SWAT workshops and conferences to take place in various parts of the world in years to come, this subject is suitable for WASWC to deal with.

I had a chance to attend another meeting that gave me much annoyance like last year. I saw such thing as a big obstacle to information sharing to help tackle the problems about our natural resources. With a deliberation among members, we agreed to do a LANDCON e-LIBRARY, which will accommodate many thousands of the digital works (papers etc.) that have been available during past 2-3 decades. This will be burned into a set of DVDs to become the WASWC Special Publication No. 5. This publication will have a similar way of inviting co-publishers to facilitate a quick distribution, without much expectation of the profit. With a retail price of US$16 per set of 4 DVDs (with discount for members, co-publishers, LANDCON meeting organizers) it is expected there will be a good number of readership for this SP 5. It is due to be available in April this year, with possible update, e.g. one additional DVD or CD, after one or more years. 
The Norman Hudson Memorial Award for 2009 will be given to Rattan Lal, a former WASWC President who is working at the University of Ohio in Columbus, with specialization in carbon sequestration. When and where the Award will be presented to Prof Lal will be announced later.

I always want to promote exchange of officers between countries. I took a group of three officers from Land Development Department in Bangkok to visit northern Vietnam in 2005 and took another group of five lecturers from Kasetsart University to visit northern Vietnam again in May this year and have successfully made an exchange agreement this time. Details of this trip could be seen at http://waswc.soil.gd.cn/TRAVELOGUES.html. 

Another foreign trip for the exchange program was to accompany two soil scientists to give advice on how to make soil museum at the Guangdong Institute of Eco-Environmental and Soil Sciences in Guangzhou, China in December. This was a very good success as the institute is going to build a large building to accommodate many exhibits on soil and agriculture and will call it Guangdong Museum of Soil Science, taking 10 years to finish, but could be open for visitors already after about one year.  

Another trip for exchanging lecturers and students has been planned for visiting Malaysia in April 2010. As a principle, such kind of trip will not be a sightseeing tour. However, apart from the academic meeting with concerned authorities in that country we will also include a number of places that are of interest geographically and socially, to widen participants’ knowledge of a neighboring country.  

LAST DEBATE OF THE YEAR. November and December 2009 saw one debate on whether the association should adopt the abbreviated name of WASWAC instead of WASWC in order to facilitate pronunciation to promote for more members. This was the issue left undone since six years ago (see the contents of year 2003). At a general debate, altogether 67 members favored it (the change) and 19 did not, while 5 proposed alternative names. I put the issue to the WASWC Council to decide. After more than three weeks of deliberation, President Miodrag Zlatic declared the following results: 9 favored the change; 8 not agreed; 1 undeciding, but slightly inclined towards keeping the old name of WASWC. The President declared the name of WASWAC to be used from January 1, 2010 onward. I am glad of the outcome, as this will help people to cite the name of the association smartly, without hesitation. Unlike in the old time that people were reluctant to name it, as they didn’t know how to. A big relief indeed!!!!! I believe that, without a proper name for people to call, the chance to make the association a kind of market brand is slim. Just think of the car brands like Toyota, Mazda and Jaguar: if the corresponding names were Ytooat, Zmdaa, Jgarau, would they have a chance to become known so much like now? Business corporations when giving names to their products, they are quite serious; so why aren’t we?   
==============================================================

2010

Readers may remember when I wrote a note to you 8 months ago (HOT NEWS of May 1, 2009). In that note I cited that I was already 68 and needed to change my lifestyle, so I would need to relinquish my duty as the Coordinator General of WASWC (now WASWAC) by early 2010. Now the time has come. We have rushed during past several months to do a lot of things and we see the structure of our council is now workable and covers wide geographical areas. I therefore would like to mention it now that I am leaving the duty of Coordinator General but will still help in few items that the council is not quite ready for yet, e.g. membership, finance, registration and editing of HOT NEWS. Moreover, as I am living close to China, I will help in coordinating with our Chinese colleagues in establishing the Secretariat in their country effectively. 
I wish that the WASWAC Council will run smoothly and councilors responsible for any tasks should be able to make them work, at least up to as much as what we had agreed upon when forming the present council. Also I would like to ask our many members to give your helping hand when asked, so that our association will proceed unhindered like many other professional associations or societies. After all, we call our organization “member-for-member association”, to reflect the fact that we are serving people of every wealth and social levels, so we need to make our conditions acceptable and affordable to all.  
One thing I would like to say to all councilors, VPs and SRs (Special Representatives): Running an association like this needs to have membership expanded far and wide in order to have our vision and mission fulfilled. Please kindly keep in mind about this and think of how to increase membership anytime you may have such a chance. 
I thank you all for having joined in this noble endeavor to make the world a better one.   
